The Serpent's Scream
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A T ha g;\b o ) B2 T ¥ — For there is no food and no water.
. N : he
* They jou 5 clarified why they were so sure they would die in t
o Y, _]' . rmeyed from Mount Hor by way of the Sea of Reeds to go around the land of Edom, Wilderness: because the place was too desolate to support
fn e §plnt of the people grew short on the way. 3 The people spoke against God and Moses: agriculture. They were punished for grumbling needlessly,
Why did you bring us up from Egypt to die in this Wilderness, for there is no food and no since water from the miraculous well followed them every:

where and they had manna to eat (Ralbag).

water, and our soul is disgusted with the insubstantial food?” ? D'ﬂ??-‘.‘;":ﬁ%-‘:' -—_Z;’_le ﬂe'fy iemeqfsot:he P°i50nbin their
N . ; angs made eir victims feel as 1 ey were burning.
6 God sent the fiery serpents against the people and they bit the people. A large mdtltud? of Sn:’kes were the fitting agents of punishmeym. The primevgl
Israel died. 7 The people came to Moses and said, “We have sinned, for we have spoken against serpent had slandered God to Eve and was cursed forever
HAsHEM and against you! Pray to HASHEM that He remove from us the serpent.” Moses prayed * (Genesis 3:1-15); it was punished by not enjoying the taste of
for the people. its food. Now, it punished the ungrateful slanderers who
or; peop - " d pl . I d it will be defamed the food that had a multitude of flavors (Rashi).
HASHEM said to Mose's, Malfe yourself. a fiery !ser;pent] and place it on a pole, and it Wi 7. They begged Moses to pray that God accept their repen-
that anyone who was bitten will look at it and live. 9 Moses made a serpent of copper and tance and remove the serpents. Once a natural force has
placed it on the pole; so it was that if the serpent bit a man, he would stare at the copper serpent been unleashed, special merit is needed to remove it or
and live. protect against it, even if the sin that caused it has been
—_— forgiven (Or HaChaim).

8. Even people who had been bitten were cured when they
3 looked at Moses’ copper serpent.

% The Sages said (Rosh Hashanah 29a), "Does a serpent

cause death or life? Rather, when they looked upward and

nw& w subjected their hearts to their Father in Heaven they were

npin nYans healed, but if not, they died” (Rashi). God could have healed

~ them without the serpent, but then they would have thought

12 P i : they were cured through natural means (B'chor Shor).
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7 YIORY YLV W3 KNI NI ‘T 1T IR s Klal Yisrael toock a roundabout route in the
e desert to avoid coming close to the land of Edom,
197 myw o ama Kbw Spibpa onba axp —~ they became frustrated and fearful. and began
B o ]’NW complaining about the Heavenly manna. Hashem was angered

and sent fiery serpents to punish them. As Rashi explains, when
the primeval serpent caused Adam and Chavah to sin, it was
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cursed that everything it eats would have the bland taste of sand
(see Yoma 75a). Thus, it was fitting that Hashem sent these snakes
to punish the ungratefulness of the Jews, who complained about

-:? 2 : : > 1':”‘_ the wonderful manna which tasted iike countless foods.
"EJMULMKM:'M" n m We live in America where there is an abundance of food and a
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serious lack of appreciation for this Heavenly blessing. Unfortu-
nately, 1"22K "3, denigration of foodstuffs, is quite common. It is
sad to see.how much food goes to waste at simchos and even in
our yeshivah and camp lunchrooms. A child takes a large portion
of food and nibbles a bit here and a bit there. The rest is left on_
the tray, to be collected and thrown out by the kitchen staff. How '

1 ironic it is that this child is quite possibly a descendant of a con-
72972 07 9P MITDIN Pow RXBN A NI DR

centration camp survivor whose very life in the dark days of the
Holocaust often depended on finding a crust of hard bread or a few
potato peels to eat.

5 Similarly, the Shulchan Aruch (171:5) criticizes those who
throw kernels of wheat before a chassan at his Shabbos aufruf

¥ because the kernels will get trampled and become inedible. Today

there is a common practice (called a bavarfen in Yiddish) to_throw
pekelach (small bags) filled with raisins, nuts, candies, and other
types of nosh at the chassan. Here, too, care must be taken not to
use foods that will become inedible when the flying bags split open
and their contents spill out on the floor of the shul. Eventually the

food gets stepped on, leading to P22K 3.
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The Baal Shem Tov taught that the Egyptian exile was

primarily spiritual in nature. The Jewish People were deeply

enslaved by the Egyptian consciousness, to the point that they

In All Your Ways \1@\) S%,JJL(

could no longer recognize God’s constant and loving renewal

of,_creation."” Egypt was the paradigm of Jewish exile that

secks to enslave the Jew’s consciousness of the Divine in the

grossness of the physical world.™ This lack of consciousness is

the primary cause of exile; as the verse says, “My people are

exiled without awareness” (Isaiah 5:13), that is, without
awareness of God.” Thus, the redemption from Egypt
occurred precisely through the opposite force: the revelation
of God’s Presence in the world.

.The same holds true of each individual’s personal exile,
when our souls have been poisoned by the “venom” of the
Serpent. We can fulfill the mitzvah of recalling the Exodus
from Egypt every time we remember that it is in God’s power
to deliver us from our personal afflictions. When a person
rgailz_es that the Master of the World guides his every breath,
word and movement, then all the barriers between him and
his Creator are destroyed, and the false concepts are annulled
iq»rthc light of revelation.'® This is the eternal exodus, “The
signs and miracles God set in Egypt until today” (Jeremiah
32:20). Every day a person descends into darkness, confusion
and des;ﬁgir. But the “tzaddik lives by his faith.” He believes
that everything he sees and hears is only from God, blessed
be He, and every occurrence is actually providential. This faith
imbues his life with Godliness. This is the exodus from Egypt

of every single day.
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V. 5. %3 oy7 3. Their discontent turned also directl

against God, they did not doubt the authenticity of Moses’s mission]
but they were dissatisfied with God's guidance. WY U997 Mn%: God and
Moses, 92123 Mn?: in this way we shall never reach our goal and shallg

. end our lives in the wilderness in quite abnormal uniform manner. 1% %
on I On? cannot wish to say they lacked these necessities of life for they.

*immediately admit they did have on3 but they missed food and drink in
the ordinary human way, The effortless, though miraculous, provision of
both_had become humdrum to them, the monotonous special provision by
God's Grace repeated daily for forty years had become something quite
ordinary, and this_dissatisfaction even turned them against, and unfair to
the great nutritive value of, the manna_ food which God gave them, they
called it %p%pn on?, accordingly to the xnp°op: % on?, a light easily
digestible food, so_digestible that, according to 3w M® DI it was MRy
.Da%3, completely absorbed in the body, so assimilated_that there was no
residue gnd_ cntirc!z used up in rcproducing the tissues of the body, 2230
ok nnna (Yoma 75b). Their dissatisfaction twisted this excellent quality
into its reverse, it was not substantial_enough_for them.

V. 6. Boya'nn%om. n% in the Kal means to send to put something
in motion towards a goal. But 1% in Piel predominantly has the meaning
of letting something go, to leave it to its natural way, not to hold it back.
Thus IMPT RX AP, M X Ao (Gen. VIIL7 & 8) adnx nk 037 now
(ibid. XLII1,14) mya nx n%n (Ex. XXI1,4) ny7e nowa ~am (Ex. XHIL,17)
and elsewhere very frequently. Here too, not God sent serpents, but, let

—7them go, did not keep them back. Hence not 007w Bon but 0007 DM,
they had always been there in. the wildemess, but hitherto. they bad.been
kept back by God's_careful protecting Pawer. Now..God..withdraws this-
restraining power, and the serpents of the wilderness follow their natural
traits to which the people succunbed. Thus in Deut. ITL 15 Moses describes
the wilderness through which they had wandered unscathed through Cod's

miraculous protective power as_3WY¥) A0 DRI XM NI 93701 10

“m ann ("Who led you through the great and terrible wilderness of

poisonous snakes, scorpions and drought™). So that ©°67w D'TNI are as
much a natural appendage of the wilderness as thirst. 120, 3 phonetically

related to P11 to injure, pol to burn pwi armour (see Gen. XLI,40).

1€
V. 8 ‘m ‘A ey, wy nea 99 mm. The serpents’ bite had the
sole_purpose of letting the people see the dangers which dog a person’s

steps when he goes through the wilderness, and that it was only the
miraculous power of God which_had hitherto kept therq fa.r. from_them,

so far indeed that they did not even have an i c,ﬁOn.e,
who had been bitten had only to_fix_the image of a serpent firmly in
his mind so that he realises that even when God's gracious power will
again keep the serpents at a distance he will remember that the danger

is still in existence, dangers that daily and hourly the special care of God
lets_us _escape quite unconsciously, So that every breath we take in our life
is made into a fresh gift from God's might and goodness. Nothing is so
thoroughly calculated to conciliate us in_the everyday disappointments in
life which so easily sting us to impatience — every big prize in the lottery
which God has failed to_let us win — and to mix them with the exalted

*fegh~ i i ing granted a new life,
than_the conviction of the abyss on the narrow edge of which the whole
path_of our life treads which the loving Hand of God veils from what
would be our giddy sight, nothing so much but to see, to_realise the
69w bvwn3 which lurk invisibly on our path, and which only the Almighty
Eowerw of God knows how to impose the ban of impotence to injure us
on them. Hence the punishment of these axt ™Mb, these “ingrates’’, “as
our Sa‘éés"'_éall them, by God removing the protection and the evil which
hitherto had made the poisonous tooth of the serpent hidden and innocuous
in the wilderness; hence the remedy, that one wh(;-hg_c_]_ been_bitten impres-
sess on his mind to-remember permanently the picture of the serpent —
m MK RN Mz 3 oom! :
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3 yY? 1a — Shield of our salvation. We express the idea here that not
only is HaKadosh Baruch Hu the basis of our existence, but also if it would
not be for His constant protection at every stage of our lives, we could not
survive in this world. Human life, starting from its very conéeption until the
last moment of our physical existence, is fraught with danger. We live in an
environment that is also inhabited by billions of bacteria and microscopic
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organisms, many of which are extremely dangerous. In our daily interaction
with other people, we are exposed to all sorts of dangerous diseases and
contaminants. Our Chachamim tell us that the world is filled with mazikim,
destructive forces, which, if we could see them, would frighten us to death,
M MK PYh mwn mm opYx (Berachos 6a). Therefore, were it not for
HaKadash Baruch Hu, Who constantly shields us from all of these dangers,
_we could pot survive. . ’ -
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Psalms for Pefect Faith /139

their steeds, David focused on intensifying his faith in t.he
Almighty: 513 109X 71 DW2 10K D002 19X 2973 9K, Some with
chariots and some with horses, but we — in the Name of HASHEM, our
— call out (Psalms 20:8).
Golgavisawas no(t intimidated by the obstacles that faced him, vieM{in’g
them instead as opportunities for spiritual growth. I‘:or all of‘ hfg s
myriad problems, David had but one standard solution — fa.nth in
God, Who manages all situations, and who gladly showers us with His
beneficence when we call upon Him sincerely:ywq% omixon 0033
3107 700 112 VAN, Many are the agonies of the wicked,but [for ] he
who trusts in HASHEM, kindness surrounds him (Psalms 32:10). .
Chazon Ish in his work Emunah U'Vitachon (2;1) takes great pains
\J/To Correct the common misconception that 1InP3, trust, me.ans fhe
belief that God will Fulfill all the wishes of those who believe in Him.
On the contrary, trust does not imply that God is held hostage to the
wishes of the pious. Trust is the firm conviction that every aspect of

life, is controlled exclusively by God Himself and that all events take
only the course He ordains. There is no guarantee at any point that the

wishes of God and the wishes of man will coincide. ‘

However, the Chazon Ish concludes (ibid. 27) that one who sincerely
placés all of their trust in God will be rewarded with a special k_u'}dne.ss
— that God’s desire will be to fulfill his wish: “A holy Spll.'lt will
suffuse the hearts of the faithful with a mighty surge of confidence,
assuring them that indeed God will save!”
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Any fact one is internalizing, such as chis fact thas chere is a
Creator, must be remembered all day. Every half hour, you must
stop for a few seconds and say to yourself, "1 was created and

j.‘rherg is One Who created me. 1 was created and there is One
Who created me.” More than this is not NECOYSATY,

This must be the unifying thought that will connect the
entire day. Gradually, your mind will become accustomed to
“thinking about it and feeling it. This is how we begin to instill
the concept.

That is to say, besides the time devoted ro contemplation for
clarifying the matter, the goal is for the mind to be constantly
involved in it. It cannot be an ordinary piece of information that

-one merely has to learn; it must be a living truth.

There are two ways for an idea to be alive in a person. One
kind of person needs to be periodically reminded of the idea, and
then he lives with it; otherwise, he is “sleeping.” Ano:her kind
of person is always alert to it, and walks around all day with the

awareness of what he wants to atrain.

This is a fundamental rule about the ways of avodab _Any truth
_a person wants to internalize and build within himself must not
be out of mind for the rest of the day that is not his contem-
plation time. If it is, the awareness will be too sporadic. and the

desired level will not be attained.

53 The way to artain levels in the service of Hashem is to keep
awakening the desired truth again and again, with only brief
intervals between the reminders. One must determine the truth
he secks to develop throughout the day and go through the day
with that cruch, with absolute clarity.

This is similar to what Rav_Chaim Shmuelevirz, z¢"), used to
say about talmidim who constantly interrupt their Torah studies:
[t is like a_man who keeps putting a ketde of water on the fire
Qut keeps removing it before it comes o a boil. For a truch 1o be
internalized with perfect clarity it must be reviewed throughout
the day. If not, the water will never boil!

-

We are not tlking about inner “boiling” and excitement,
but rather, inner awareness. [f a person wants daas ~ not just
knowledge and under:tanding, biit a real connection to an idea

so that it will be alive with him — he must nort allow even a half

hour ro pass without remembering the truth he wants to attain.

Of course, at first, you will be affected by forgetfulness, and will
meet with defeat many times, but anyone who panics because of
defeat has not yer grasped the nature of avodah. The rule: “A
tzaddik falls seven times and rises,” is an axiom for anyone who
is in touch with his inner world. Even if you forget about all
this for half a day, do not panic. Simply return to the basic truth
and set up external reminders to alert yourself to the matter, but
never give up. Continue working on the simple fact and remind
vourself each half hour, “There is a Master of the world! | am a
creation! It ] exist, there must be a Creator,” and so on.
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